The Canning Tradition
each other, English diplomacy summoned the Powers to a conference held in London (1830) for considering the whole subject. The arrangement of an armistice was immediately followed by the discussion of the plenipotentiaries under the presidency of Palmerston, who had come in during November. The conference was a mere diplomatic formality, held to register a foregone conclusion, the erection of Belgium into a separate independent state. This constituted the earliest intimation that only by bayonets and cannon could the Vienna treaty be maintained as part of the public law of Europe.
In the Belgian affair Aberdeen had shown great skill in managing Louis Philippe and his chief minister Talleyrand. Aberdeen's successor profited by his example. Palmerston and Talleyrand, before going into the London conference, had agreed that the severance of Belgium from Holland was an established and irreversible fact. On 2oth December 1830, the conference discussed the conditions on which this separation should be effected. The three most important questions to be settled were the exact territorial limits of the two countries, the division of the debt of the United Netherlands kingdom and the choice of an occupant for the Belgian throne. The conference held its first sitting towards the end of 1830; on the 2Oth and 27th of the following January it settled the territorial matter by a compromise: Holland retained all her possessions of 1790; Belgium received the remainder. Luxemburg, about which there had been much discussion, was still to constitute part of the Germanic confederation. In February the Dutch delegates
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